
MHSAA Code For Athletic Officials 
(Source - Officials Guidebook) 

 
1. Register with the MHSAA each year on a timely basis (by July 1) and 

attend all required meetings.  Work no interscholastic contests with 
officials who do not hold current registration in the sport. 

2. Join and actively participate in an “Approved Association” for officials. 
3. Accept contracts for and officiate only contests for which you are qualified 

and experienced.  Execute and honor contracts in a timely and ethical 
manner.  Complete reports and follow-up all obligations resulting from a 
contest. 

4. Be prepared, physically and mentally, to officiate according to the 
principles and philosophy promoted by the MHSAA. 

5. Refrain from use of tobacco or alcohol within sight of players and 
spectators and avoid use of alcohol any time before a contest on the day 
of the contest. 

6. Cultivate professional relationships with partners, players, coaches, 
administrators and spectators.  Refrain from comment to the media. 

7. Commit to a personal life style which avoids sexual misconduct, use of 
illicit drugs, and public abuse of alcohol and will not in other ways impinge 
upon your perception in the community to fulfill the obligations and 
standards of the MHSAA “Code for Athletic Officials.” 

8. Officiate according to the rules and manuals adopted for MHSAA 
competition.  Admit and correct one’s own errors, hold to correct but 
unpopular decisions, and support the decisions of other officials. 

9. Exercise self-control at all times.  Guard against baiting or taunting which 
may generate a loss of poise or demeanor which can erode the 
professionalism expected of officials in even the most difficult 
circumstances. 

10. Hold to and maintain the basic tenets of officiating which include honesty, 
integrity, neutrality, respect, sensitivity, professionalism, discretion and 
tactfulness. 

 
 


